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6:   TO   HIS   MOTHER
Sunday, [? April, 1907]                                                           CaerpMlly
Dear Mother, Here I am at my last Welsh Castle and I think,
in most respects, my best. Before going on with it however, I
had better tell you what I have done since I wrote from Tenby.
I left that place about 12 noon next day, rain and other things
delaying me. I had a miserably wet uneventful ride to Kidwelly
where I slept. (Carmarthen castle is not worth looking at).
Kidwelly on the other hand is splendid. The state of it is good
(just ruined enough to be interesting), and although quite plain,
it is very large, and strong. I did not draw a plan because it was
wet and late, but on my next visit I will have much photography
and planning to do. Specially remarkable features were the ovens
and the dungeons. The ovens were circular in shape, about 8 feet
in diameter, and with low vaults (some 3 feet high). In front of
the door was a fire-place and chimney: this seemed the only
apparatus for heating. There had been two such ovens in the
castle: one is perfect the other much damaged. The dungeons
were under the gate tower. Two were of the ordinary kind, the
third was conical, like the Treasury of Atreus, or one of the old
fashioned straw bee-hives, with a way in only from the top. The
depth must have been about 10 feet and the place always pitch-
dark and very damp. There are records of many deaths in it...
Caerphilly, to return to more important subjects, is magnificent.
The Horn-work is most interesting, and the outworks could not
be excelled, either for preservation or attractiveness. There are
no good photos, to be obtained . . . the conviction has been
continually growing stronger upon me, that I must tour round this
part again with a camera. Details which interest me such as the
moulding of a chimney piece, or the shape of the flue, even the
vaulting of a room, are always neglected by the professional
p.p.c. maker ... I have come to the conclusion that two meals a
day with a glass of milk at one o'clock, suit me better than three,
At any rate I have always felt fresh on this trip in spite of very
hard journeys, and the number of castles has not palled on me.
I am fresh for any amount more, and could continue for months.